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Once upon a time there lived two women, Euodia and Syntche. Euodia was married with 

two children. Her work was at home. Syntche was single. She worked as a seamstress for 

Lydia, a prominent dealer in purple linen. Euodia and Syntche were both members  

of St. Paul’s Apostolic Church in downtown Philippi.  

 

Euodia was a founding member. She remembered with great fondness those early days 

when the congregation gathered in people’s homes listening to Paul proclaim the gospel 

and breaking bread together. Syntche joined the church after her boss, Lydia, invited her 

to a gathering. Lydia was also a founding member. In fact, she was the founding member 

— the first one to hear Paul preach the first day he arrived in Philippi.  

 

As a garment worker, Syntche never had the chance to belong to anything, so she was 

thrilled to become a member of St. Paul’s and anxious to get involved. Despite their 

different stations in life, both Euodia and Syntche weren’t afraid to speak their minds. For 

some reason, they always found themselves on the other end of an argument. They even 

squared off in Bible study, each one certain that she had understood what Paul had taught 

better than the other. Their constant bickering came to a nasty blow when the church 

decided to adorn their worship space with some fine linen. “Ah,” said Syntche, “now 

there's something I know plenty about.” Unfortunately, Euodia was also serving on the 

“sanctuary decorating committee” and, once again, it wasn’t long before they disagreed 

on choice of color and style. This time, however, the entire church became embroiled in 

their conflict. Sadly, as is often the case, word of the church conflict spread until it 

reached Paul.  

 

We can imagine how disheartened Paul would have been to hear the news about his 

favorite church, whom he called the joy and crown of his entire ministry. Not wanting to 

wait for the next newsletter deadline, Paul writes a pastoral letter to the entire 

congregation. He urges Euodia and Syntche “to be of the same mind in the Lord” and he 

charges the rest of the congregation to act as peacemakers. His confidence in their ability 

to do so rests in the assurance that a fruit of the Spirit is peace.  

 

The Greek word Paul used for peace is eirene. Eirene describes harmonious relationships 

that are possible between God and humankind, between one person and another, and even 

between warring nations. It’s important to note that peace doesn’t just mean an absence 

of conflict. In all relationships, conflict is inevitable and not all conflict is unhealthy. 

Healthy resolution of conflict can actually be very creative. It can lead to new ideas and 

positive changes. The problem is that most of us are conflict avoiders. 

  

We do everything we can to avoid conflict. We pretend it doesn’t exist or, even if we 

acknowledge that it does, rather than confront it head on, we run from it or brush it aside, 
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hoping it will somehow magically go away. The result is an unhealthy relationship 

built on a shallow unspoken agreement “to go along just to get along.”  

 

But how are people like Euodia and Syntche, people of differing minds and strong 

opinions, supposed to be of the “same mind in the Lord”? What can we do when 

personalities clash? Paul invites us to adjust our attitudes. If Euodia and Syntche 

would allow their attitudes to be shaped by the Lord, then the disharmony will vanish.  

Being the good pastor that he was, Paul doesn’t just admonish them, he tells them how 

this conflict can be resolved to a healthy end. 

 

First, he writes, “Let your gentleness be known to everyone.” The key word is 

“gentleness.” The Greek is epiekeia, which is hard to translate into English. In essence, it 

means “reasonableness.” It stems from the Greek verb to reach out or extend, as in 

meeting another person halfway. Paul is talking about the need to compromise. Now we 

know peace really is a fruit of the Spirit! Because we all know how hard it is to 

compromise, especially when we are so certain we are in the right. We think we’re giving 

in or selling out. Yet compromise means there’s concession on both sides.  

 

The fruit of the Spirit matures not from a change of heart, but only by making a conscious 

decision to seek what’s best for the relationship as a whole. I’ve done enough marriage 

counseling to know Paul knew what he was talking about. I always remind people that no 

matter the reason they chose to get married in a church, by doing so, they invited God to 

become a partner with them in their marriage. Though each of them may waver in their 

commitment to their marriage vows, God doesn’t waver in God’s. Though spouses may 

be tempted to give up on the relationship, God who is ever-faithful will not, and not just 

will not, but God cannot give up. What typically happens is a couple or a family get 

bogged down by the conflict and become overwhelmed by the wake of the turmoil it has 

caused. Everyone is quick to vocalize their own needs or desires or to focus on what the 

other person said or did or didn’t do. When they have had their fill of finger-pointing  

and resolving nothing, I’ll ask, “What do you think God desires for you at this moment?” 

Because, only God knows (and desires) what is the ultimate good for their relationship. 

The only way to reach God’s ultimate good is to compromise. Euodia and Syntche, like 

all church leaders, must be willing to set aside their own opinions, their own preferences, 

and seek what is best for the church as a whole.  

 

The second thing Paul reminds us is that God knows that peace cannot flow among us 

unless God’s peace flows within us. As Paul says, “Do not be anxious but commit 

everything to God in prayer and the peace of God which passes all understanding will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Only the Spirit can tame our unruly 

emotions. Euodia is unwilling to set aside her choice of blue linen not because blue is her 

favorite color but, because, as a long-time member, she feels her opinions no longer carry 

any weight in the church. Syntche, knowing she has become an expert in purple linen, is 

unwilling to yield because she feels her opinion has been discounted simply because she 

is a newcomer. There they sit at the sanctuary decorating committee meeting both of 

them needing to feel valued and appreciated, and since they don’t, a simple discussion on 

choice of color becomes a heated argument. Praying for the Spirit to guard our heart from 
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our unruly emotions creates the inner peace we need to seek what’s best for our 

relationships. 

 

Lastly, Paul invited the members of St. Paul’s Apostolic Church, and us, to strive for 

moral excellence or, as we might say, “to take the high road.” Paul spouts off a list of 

virtues — virtues that reflect the highest standard for human behavior that we should 

expect from ourselves  and from others. With the Spirit of Christ dwelling within us 

we are capable of being true that is honest; noble that is worthy of respect; right which 

doesn’t mean being on the right side of a dispute, but right which means conforming to 

God’s standards not the worlds. And last but not least, we are to be lovely, which in the 

Greek means being agreeable — an open-hearted and sincere desire to seek peace and 

unity. 

 

I like to imagine that Paul’s passionate plea resulted in a harvest of peace and 

reconciliation within his beloved congregation as the Spirit moved within and among 

them, empowering them to set their minds on the things that mattered most in their shared 

life in Christ. May the peace of God which transcends all our understanding guard our 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  


