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About a thousand years before the birth of Christ, King Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem. All the stones 

for the temple were precut at a quarry some distance away and delivered to the construction site. According to 

Jewish tradition, one day a shipment of stones arrived, including one really large stone with a very odd shape. 

The foreman, the architect, and the priest in charge of this massive construction project said to one another, 

“What are we supposed to do with a huge botched-up stone like that? Someone must have made a mistake at the 

quarry!” So, the builders had the unusual stone dragged over to the edge of the job site thinking it would be 

hauled away with the rest of the garbage once the temple was completed.  

 

As construction continued, the odd stone started to get in the way. Some workers pushed it over the edge of a 

bank down into the Kidron Valley. Months later, the time came to hoist the cornerstone of the temple into place. 

The cornerstone is the first stone set so that all the other stones can be set in reference to it. It is the foundation 

stone from which the entire building will be constructed. But, when the workmen looked around for the 

cornerstone, the great rock that held everything in its proper place, it was nowhere to be found. They sent word 

to the quarry that they were ready for the cornerstone to be delivered. One of the stonemasons sent word back 

that it had already been delivered. Then, someone remembered that huge “extra” rock they had pushed over the 

cliff. When the workers went and got the rejected stone and hoisted it into place, it fit perfectly as the 

cornerstone of the new temple. All the people, from King Solomon to the lowliest of workers, were astonished 

that the rejected stone was, in fact, the cornerstone. From that time on, Israel came to believe that God had done 

this to remind them that though they were despised and rejected by the nations that surrounded them, God had 
chosen Israel to be the foundation on which God’s kingdom would be built here on earth. 

 

Using this wonderful image from their Jewish heritage, Peter sought to encourage his congregation by 

reminding it that Christ is the rejected stone that became the cornerstone connecting the two foundational walls: 

Israel and the church upon which God is building the kingdom of God. It's a common theme throughout all 

biblical history. God chose what humans rejected as worthless and used them to carry out God's plan of 

salvation. God chose what seemed small, insignificant, weak — even at times foolish — to reveal and 

accomplish God's purposes for the world. Christ became the cornerstone not by winning over the popular 

opinion of the masses, nor by gaining a reputation as one of the greatest spiritual leaders of all time. The Risen 

Christ is not the acceptable Christ, but the living stone rejected by men, but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious. 

 

This image of the rejected stone tossed aside by humans only to be used by God reminds us that even with our 

best-laid plans we humans don't always see and can't always know everything we need to participate in the 

building up of the kingdom. We may even reject what is truly important because to us it doesn't seem to be a 

good fit or the size, shape, or style of our liking or significant enough for our time and energy. We need God to 

provide us with new blueprints for how we are to use what we have to strengthen our foundation, be it the 

foundation of our own faith or the foundation of this temple of God. 

 

Do you remember the story of how Michelangelo came to choose the stone to carve his famous statue of David? 

He had become well known among the merchants of Italy because he had a Papal commission to create works 

of art for the Vatican, which means he had big bucks backing his artwork. The merchants were falling all over 

themselves trying to please him with their wares, but Michelangelo was a hard one to impress. He had gone 

through all the stone shops in his area looking for a stone out of which to carve his now famous statue. 

Unsatisfied, he turned down all the finest marble they had to offer. Michelangelo wasn't one to give up easily, 

so he decided to give it another try, but this time he asked to see the rejected pieces that had been buried away 

in the back of storerooms in those same stone shops. Soon, he found what he had been looking for in the back of 

one of the shops — under years of dust, shoved into corner, was a stone that had an obvious flaw. The stone 
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merchant was beside himself: "You've seen hundreds of pieces of marble in all these shops and all of them are 

of greater quality than this one. Why have you chosen such an inferior stone?" Michelangelo simply replied, "I 

have chosen this one because this is the one with David in it!" What others would have rejected as flawed and 

useless became one of the greatest works of art crafted to the glory of God. 

 

We are to see ourselves together belonging to a house of God built on the strong foundation of Christ our 

cornerstone; a spiritual house built of a collection of stones that are old, young, brittle, strong, shiny, fractured, 

solid, large, small, of different shapes and colors. All are to be used, none are to be tossed aside. One by one, 

God has handpicked each of us and called us to be a living stone, chosen and precious, cemented together by the 

resurrection power of our Risen Lord.  

 

Though this beautiful stone church may have been completed long ago, because we are living stones being the 

house of God is an ongoing construction project. We can never simply stand back and look with satisfaction at 

the wonderful structure we have built. Because we are a living, breathing house of stone, the Spirit will always 

be busy remodeling us from the inside out. Dividing walls will be taken down, opening up new sacred spaces 

where people will encounter our Risen Lord. Our lighting will improve as the Spirit illumines our hearts and 

minds with new visions for ministries and with fresh insight into God's word. Upgrades will be made, squeaky 

boards replaced, as we seek to constantly realign ourselves with Christ our Cornerstone. 

 

In his poem, "The Rock," written to commemorate the construction of a new cathedral, 

T.S. Elliot wrote: 

 You have built well, have you forgotten the cornerstone? 

 Talking of right relations of men, 

 but not of relations of men to God. 

 Our citizenship is in Heaven; yes 

 but that is the model and type 

 for your citizenship upon earth. 

 The church must be forever building 

 for it is forever decaying within  

 and attacked from without; 

 for this is the law of life 

 and you must remember that while 

 there is a time of prosperity  

 the people will neglect the Temple 

 and in time of adversity they will decry it. 

 

 What life have you 

 if you have not life together? 

 There is no life that is not in community 

 and no community not lived  

 in praise of God. 

 Much to build. 

 Much to restore. 

 Let the work not delay, 

 time and the arm not waste. 

 

As we undertake our own restoration and rebuilding project, we have the assurance of God's promise that, as 

Peter wrote, we need to only let ourselves be built into a spiritual house. God remains the architect drawing the 

blueprints for what we will be, and God is the builder using whatever we have to offer to rebuild the church. All 

throughout our new construction, Christ our Cornerstone will keep us aligned together. 


