
A SERVICE OF ORDINATION & INSTALLATION  
of 

THE REV. STUART L. SEELMAN 
TEACHING ELDER & ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

CAMP HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

THE PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE 
AUGUST 22, 2021 



 The Ordination and Installation Service of   
The Rev. Stuart L. Seelman 

Camp Hill Presbyterian Church 
August 22, 2021 

4 p.m.     
 
 
Prelude                               Three Voluntaries on Welsh Hymns: Rhosymedre            R. Vaughn Williams 
 
Procession of  Commission and Guests 
 
Convening of the Presbytery by the Moderator                                        The Rev. Kristal Smith 
 
*Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 139)                                                             Elder Dick Lee                          
L: Lord, you have searched us out. O Lord, you have known us.  
P: How deep are your thoughts, O God. Such knowledge is too wonderful for any 
 person. 
L: You knit us in the womb. In your book, our bodies were written yet unfinished. Our days 
 were fashioned before they came to be. 
P:  You encompass us, behind and before, and lay your hand upon us. 
L:  Our future is not hidden from you. Even in secret it is woven in the depths of the earth. 
P:  We give you thanks for we are marvelously made. We know your works are 
 wonderful.  
L: Praise the Lord! 
P: The Lord’s name be praised! 
 
 
*Hymn 275                                     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 
Call to Confession                                                                                     The Rev. Donald Potter 
In all humility and faith, let us confess our sin before God and one another, first in silence and then 
with one voice using our common prayer of confession. Let us pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 



Prayer of Confession                                                                                 The Rev. Donald Potter 
Merciful and loving God, you have called us by name and formed us to be the crucified and 
resurrected body of Christ. We confess that we have erred from your call to proclaim the 
gospel in word and deed. We have strayed in shepherding the flocks in our charge. We 
have been neglectful in tending the vineyards in our care. We have exercised compulsion 
rather than humility. We have lorded over rather than listen for your voice. We have 
followed our own whims rather than watch vigilantly for your return. We have provided for 
our own comfort rather than turn towards you in those who suffer. Oh God, forgive us our 
sins. Strengthen us to follow after Christ, whatever the cost. Mark us with the seal of your 
Holy Spirit to follow our common calling.  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                         The Rev. Donald Potter 
 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end.  

Amen, Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                         The Rev. Dr. Paul Seelman 
 
First Reading: 1 Peter 5:1-11                                                                           The Rev. Inho Kang 
Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the 
glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, 
exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it — not 
for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the 
flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades 
away. In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you 
must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for “God opposes the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered 
for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading: Psalm 139:1-18                                                          The Rev. Dr. Paul Seelman 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are 
acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 
completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or 
where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in 
Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, “Surely the 
darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark to 
you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. For it was you who formed my 
inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. My frame was not hidden 
from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes 
beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the 
sum of them! I try to count them — they are more than the sand; I come to the end — I am still 
with you. 
L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon                                                “Behind and Before”                  The Rev. Dr. Paul Seelman 
 
*Hymn 475                                  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
Call to Offering                                                                                               Elder Carlin Wenger 
 
Offertory Anthem                                 Be Thou My Vision                             Eric Krewson, Soloist 
                                                         
*Doxology No. 606                                                                                        
        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
        Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication                                                                                       Elder Carlin Wenger 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication                    The Rev. Nancy Conklin 
 
*Hymn 692                                         Spirit, Open My Heart 
 
 
 
 



Presentation of the Ordinand from the Congregation                                     Elder Lydia Keller 
 
Constitutional Questions to the Ordinand                                                The Rev. Kristal Smith 
Stuart, God has called you by the voice of this church to serve Jesus Christ in a special way. You 
know who we are and what we believe and you understand the work for which you have been 
chosen. I therefore ask you the following questions:  
 
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and 
through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? If so, please answer “I do.” 
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique 
and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word to you? If so, 
please answer “I do.”  
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 
confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads as to believe 
and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? If 
so, please answer “I do and I will.”  
 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be 
continually guided by our confessions? If so, please answer “I will.” 
 
Will you be governed by our church's polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be  a 
friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God's 
Word and Spirit? If so, please answer “I will.” 
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for 
the reconciliation of the world? If so, please answer “I will.” 
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? If so, please answer “I  do.” 
  
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love? If so, 
please answer “I will.” 
 
Will you be a faithful Teaching Elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teaching 
faith, and caring for people? Will you be active in government and discipline, serving  in the councils 
of the church; and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? If so, 
please answer “I will.”  
 
 



Constitutional Questions to the Congregation                                               Elder Lydia Keller 
Do we the members of the church accept Stuart as our Pastor, chosen by God through the voice 
of this congregation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? Do we?  
 
Do we agree to pray for him/her, to encourage him, to respect his decisions, and to follow as he 
guides us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the church? Do we?  
 
Do we promise to pay him fairly and provide for his welfare as he works among us; to stand by 
him in trouble and share his joys? Will we listen to the word he preaches, welcome his pastoral 
care, and honor his authority as he seeks to honor and obey Jesus Christ our Lord? Do we and will 
we?  
 
Constitutional Questions to the Presbytery                                             The Rev. Kristal Smith 
Do we, the members of the Presbytery of Carlisle, welcome Stuart into the Presbytery of Carlisle 
as a brother in Christ and as one authorized by us to exercise ministry at Camp Hill Presbyterian 
Church? Do we? 
 
Do we promise to support him in prayer, fellowship, and collegiality as he pursues his ministry as a 
pastor and presbyter in this place? Do we? 
 
Do we agree to welcome him to share in the work and deliberations of this presbytery as one 
whom God has called to labor together with us and will we listen for God to speak among us 
through his voice? Do we and will we? 
 
Laying on of Hands                                                                            Commissioners and Guests 
  
Prayer of Ordination/Installation                                                             The Rev. Kristal Smith 
  
Declaration of Ordination/Installation                                                    The Rev. Kristal Smith 
  
Investiture of the Symbols of Office                                                      The Rev. Nancy Conklin 
 
The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper                                                    The Rev. Stuart Seelman 
   Invitation to the Table 
   Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 L:      The Lord be with you. 
 P:      And also with you. 
 L:      Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 



 L: … Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with all the faithful in every  
  time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name. 
 P: (Hymn 565) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
  earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
 L: … Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
  and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 P: (Hymn 566) Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
   The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
 deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
 Amen. 
   Breaking of the Bread 
   Communion of the People 
   Prayer After Communion 
 Almighty Father, in receiving Christ’s body and blood, we join him at your right hand in 
 the highest heaven. Nourished by his constant intercession, send us forth by the power of 
 your Holy Spirit to be his body on earth. Stay our hunger and fill us with the gifts of faith, 
 hope, and love as we await his return in the fullness of time. Amen.   
 
*Hymn 700                                 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me  
 
*Benediction                                                                                             The Rev. Stuart Seelman 
 
Postlude                                Three Voluntaries on Welsh Hymns: Hyfrydol             R. Vaughn Williams         
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